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in the world, and that is the United 
States and the American people. 

We look with horror and grief at 
what took place this day. Unfortu-
nately, this is not an unusual occur-
rence as far as Israel is concerned. We 
have to say that we in the United 
States of America will not tolerate this 
kind of violence, that we are going to 
let Israel fight back as hard as she has 
to, to defend herself and force the com-
munities in the Middle East to under-
stand that there will be no peace for 
anybody. That is very dangerous. That 
conflict could escalate into a major 
confrontation in other parts of the 
world. 

We send our sadness and condolences 
to the people of Israel. We wish them 
well in the future and hope peace will 
soon be the only confrontation that 
takes place, and that would be across 
the table. 

I yield the floor.
f 

HONORING UWE E. TIMPKE 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following 
resolution from the HELP Committee 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
RESOLUTION OF THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, 

EDUCATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS, U.S. 
SENATE, JUNE 11, 2003, IN RECOGNITION OF 
UWE E. TIMPKE 
Whereas, Uwe E. Timpke has faithfully 

served the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions since September, 1972 as 
a Detailee, Assistant Editor, and Editor, 
working under six chairman of both parties; 
and 

Whereas, he has worked conscientiously on 
behalf of the 74 members of the Senate who 
have served on the committee during his ten-
ure; and 

Whereas, he has upheld the highest stand-
ards of the Senate and of the committee in 
his professionalism, unfailing courtesy, and 
unflagging dedication to his work; and 

Whereas, his knowledge of all aspects of 
printing and editing committee documents 
has earned him the respect and admiration 
of all those with whom he worked on the 
committee and throughout the Senate; and 

Whereas, his willingness to make time in a 
busy schedule to meet the special needs of 
the individual members of the committee, as 
well as his fellow staff members: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions expresses its 
deep gratitude to Uwe E. Timpke for his over 
thirty years of tireless service to the com-
mittee and to the United States Senate; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That the members of the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions of the United States Senate express 
their sincerest wishes that Uwe E. Timpke 
will enjoy a happy and well-deserved retire-
ment.

f 

AMERICA’S WORSENING FISCAL 
SITUATION 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the new 
Congressional Budget Office, CBO, 
budget deficit numbers announced 
Monday should trouble us all. 

Only 1 month ago CBO, estimated 
that the Federal deficit would be $300 
billion—an alarming number consid-
ering that when President Bush took 
office the Federal Government was 
running a surplus. Now, CBO has noti-
fied Congress that the deficit will be a 
record $400 billion.

CBO now projects that the federal govern-
ment is likely to end fiscal year 2003 with a 
deficit of more than $400 billion, or close to 
4 percent of gross domestic product. The de-
terioration in the short-term budget outlook 
stems from continued weakness in revenue 
collections and from enactment of the Jobs 
and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 
2003, which will add an estimated $61 billion 
to this year’s deficit in the form of tax cuts, 
refundable credits, and aid to states. The re-
cent extension of unemployment benefits 
will boost outlays by another $3 billion this 
year. For the first eight months of 2003, the 
government ran a deficit of $291 billion, CBO 
estimates, about twice the shortfall it in-
curred in the same period last year.

When President Bush entered the 
White House in January 2001, the Na-
tion was enjoying a record budget sur-
plus that was built with hard choices 
and determination over the previous 8 
years. With breathtaking speed, this 
administration’s fiscal irresponsibility 
has quickly turned those record sur-
pluses into record deficits. In 3 short 
years, these policies have driven us fur-
ther into debt, transferred a greater 
share of tax receipts to the pockets of 
the Nation’s most privileged, and 
turned millions of hard-working Amer-
icans out of their jobs. 

In fact, the Labor Department re-
cently reported that the Nation’s un-
employment rate rose to 6.1 percent 
last month, the highest level in 9 
years. Since the economy began slump-
ing in early 2001, nearly 2.5 million jobs 
have disappeared. 

In 2001, I voted against the Presi-
dent’s first tax plan because it was too 
skewed toward the wealthiest Ameri-
cans and it was too fiscally irrespon-
sible. Since then, we have gone from 
record surpluses to red ink, and the 
economy is still adrift. 

Yet Congress passed a budget this 
year—including another ill-advised tax 
plan of $350 billion—that will only fur-
ther deepen our deficits and pump up 
the national debt. I voted against the 
tax bill again this year because it is so 
clearly harmful to the economic health 
of our country, especially with the cost 
of the war in Iraq and the ever-increas-
ing peacekeeping expenses. 

The budget plans this administration 
has sent to Congress each year have 
been full of misguided priorities and 
squandered opportunities. The Presi-
dent’s plans have severely underfunded 
essential health, employment training 
and education efforts. They have con-
tained enormous Government give-
aways to wealthy corporations and the 
wealthiest individuals instead of pro-
viding relief for hard-working Ameri-
cans and their families. And they have 
been wholly inadequate to meet the do-
mestic security needs of the first-re-
sponder agencies that we are counting 

on to defend against and prepare for fu-
ture acts of terrorism. 

The President’s economic plan is not 
about growing the economy or creating 
jobs. It is a fiscally irresponsible plan 
that threatens to economically divide 
our country. Cutting taxes is a popular 
thing to do, and I am delighted to vote 
for tax cuts when they make good fis-
cal sense. But it is not always the right 
thing to do for the country and for the 
security and economic well-being of 
the American people. 

The 1993 budget bill set the frame-
work to eliminate the Federal deficit 
and passed by the narrowest of mar-
gins. It was a tough vote for everyone 
who voted for that plan and many Sen-
ators and Congressmen lost their seats 
in the subsequent election before the 
benefits of the plan could be fully real-
ized. That momentous vote set this 
country on a course of surpluses, budg-
et discipline and fiscal responsibility 
unmatched in American history. Unfor-
tunately, the current administration—
with its lack of fiscal responsibility—
has blown all of the progress that 
many worked so hard to achieve. And 
the proof is in the latest CBO deficit 
figures. 

Earlier this year, the President said 
we should not pass on our fiscal prob-
lems to future Presidents, Congresses, 
and generations. On that point, I agree 
with him. Regrettably, year after year 
his budgets have driven us deeper into 
debt, and his policies will do exactly 
what the President says we should 
avoid: They will burden our children.

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2003 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the 
Local Law Enforcement Act, a bill that 
would add new categories to current 
hate crimes law, sending a signal that 
violence of any kind is unacceptable in 
our society. 

I would like to describe a terrible 
crime that occurred on November 10, 
2001. In San Antonio, TX, two people in 
ski masks robbed and beat the female 
owner of a small Persian restaurant, 
leaving behind racial slurs on the 
walls. The attackers forced open a back 
door. One of them bound the victim’s 
hands and legs with duct tape and beat 
her to the ground. The second attacker 
sprayed hate messages on the walls. 

I believe that Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well.
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